
The Seminary Board of Directors approved a strategic plan for the 
Byzantine Catholic Seminary at its May 18, 2021, meeting.  The new 
plan will lead the Seminary’s strategic initiatives through the end of 
the current decade.

The Director of Accreditation was responsible for providing the 
oversight of the strategic planning process along with her participation 
with a Steering Committee consisting of the Rector, Fr. Robert Pipta, 
the Academic Dean/Director of Intellectual Formation, Fr. Christiaan 
Kappes, and the Director of Human Formation, Fr. Joel Barstad.  A 
strategic planning committee consisting of formation, administrative 
and support staff, faculty, and seminarians, was charged to identify 
where attention should be directed for the Seminary for the next ten 
years.  They were encouraged to develop strategic goals to 1) give 
attention to specific areas identified by the A.T.S. (Association of 
Theological Schools) for needed growth with encouragement not to 
lose sight of the Seminary’s recognized achievements, 2) identify 

institutional goals to strengthen the foundation of the Seminary for 
the next generation, and 3) create specific goals and action steps to 
respond to A.T.S. requirements to respond to three required reports 
addressing areas of needed improvement.  These included enhancing 
institutional development, improving information technology 
resources to train faculty in the use of instructional student learning 
platforms, and developing a plan to eliminate barriers that exclude or 
deter people that live with a disability.

A draft of the strategic plan was shared in the spring of 2021 with 
all the constituents of the Seminary (faculty, staff, seminarians, 
administrators, board of directors, and an external ad hoc group of 
graduates).  Their comments, thoughts, and reactions were solicited 
realizing the importance of their opinions on a plan that would 
affect the Seminary for the next ten years.  When the vetting process 
was completed and appropriate revisions were made, the plan was 
submitted to the Board.

By Helen Kennedy, Director of Accreditation

(continued on page 2)

Our opening Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for the 2021-2022 academic year
included the ordination of Deacon Robert Jones to the Presbyterate
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Glory to Jesus Christ! 

Dear Friends and Benefactors:

The Byzantine Catholic Seminary has students currently 
enrolled in three of its distinct programs, namely our 
Community of Priestly Formation, our School of Theology, 
and our School of Diaconate Studies.

All seminarians in our Community of Priestly Formation are 
safely and comfortably back on campus eager for a year of 
greater normalcy with concelebrated liturgical services, a 
more ordinary structure for meals, on-campus faculty back in 
the classrooms, and increased camaraderie.

For the many students in our School of Theology, most of 
whom take all their courses online, our online delivery of 
courses has been enhanced and expanded by all we learned 
during recent COVID restrictions.

The deacon candidates enrolled in our School of Diaconate 
Studies are also working through another year of 100% 
distance learning but are eager to be back on campus come 
June 2022.

As a theological center and resource for lifelong learning, 
the B.C.S. community is grateful to God that we can touch 
so many aspects of Church life, especially through its future 
leaders.

We are likewise touched by our many supporters who pray for 
the proper fulfillment of our mission and who contribute with 
great generosity.  Many of our alumni have been gracious in 
donating books for our library.  We also have been blessed by 
their contributions of pysanky and other items of interest to 
our Church which fall under the category of ephemera.  We 
envision a small but beautiful expansion of our library that 
will house such items and become a stunning and accessible 
gallery in which to showcase items of significance to our 
heritage.

Our Board of Directors recently approved an ambitious 
Strategic Plan of eight goals that include plans to make our 
building more welcoming and accessible, our library a fitting 
home for a new heritage gallery, and our chapel a more fitting 
place to share the Seminary’s life of worship.  We are eager to 
have a new live-streaming and recording system in the chapel 
make our services available to those around the globe.

Please stay connected by visiting 
us in person, via our website 
(www.bcs.edu), or on our YouTube 
channel.  This current decade 
will bring many challenges and 
undoubtable excitement to B.C.S., 
and I hope you’ll be a part of it!

Father Robert M. Pipta 
Rector

Touched by Generosity
The strategic plan includes eight goals.  Each goal includes objectives as well 
as corresponding action steps to be accomplished:

Goal 1:  To articulate and promote a new vision for the Seminary’s Community 
of Aspirants.

Goal 2:  To develop a D.Min. degree program for seminarian and MAT-
Chaplaincy graduates.

Goal 3:  To enhance technology resources.

Goal 4:  To enhance faculty recruitment and develop a succession plan.

Goal 5:  To create an Academic Journal.

Goal 6:  To create an institutional development strategy essential to developing 
financial resources for the ongoing plans of the Seminary.

Goal 7:  To develop a plan for a more welcoming, hospitable, accessible, and 
prayerful Seminary.

Goal 8:  To develop a marketing outreach program.

The Seminary has always had to adapt to the needs of the faithful, the 
seminarians, and its students.

With the acknowledgement that the next ten years may be challenging for the 
Church, this plan includes action steps to adapt to the needs of the faithful.  The 
plan includes action steps for outreach and engagement with parishes as well 
as the consideration of ways to equip lay parish leaders.  With the challenge 
of the viability of many Eastern Churches, the Byzantine Catholic Seminary 
wants to do nothing less than support any strategic initiatives that will heal, 
grow, and revitalize the Church.

In the late 19th century 
immigrants from Central 
Europe came to America 
with an unwavering faith in 
God and a deep love for their 
Eastern Christian Church 
with its rich liturgical 
services and cherished 
traditions.  Offspring of 
those first immigrants were 
among the first students 
at the Byzantine Catholic 
Seminary, and a number 
of those seminarians 
continued the tradition of 
crafting Pysanky [Paschal/
Resurrection eggs].  They, 
and students after them, 
passed on the tradition to 
new students, a practice 
that extended from 1950 
until the 1980s.  Seminary 
graduates and alumni 
continued the tradition by conducting classes throughout the Metropolia 
through the 20th century and into the 21st century.

Seminary Strategic Plan Approved (continued from page 1)

The Pysanky Tradition at the  
Byzantine Catholic Seminary



Faculty Doings
Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky, MA, Adjunct Professor of Spirituality and Development Office Manager, was appointed as the Seminary’s new 
Director of Spiritual Formation effective the 1st of June 2021.

Sandra A. Collins, PhD, Professor of Sacred Scripture and Director of Information Services, taught “Women in World Religions” this 
summer for the Osher program at the University of Pittsburgh. She offers another class this fall entitled, “Beyond Church: Sects and Cults in 
America” and continues to do reviews for Library Journal in the fields of Jewish studies, gender, and religion.  She also appeared twice on the 
podcast Vague Knowledge of Everything to discuss the religious symbolism and background to Easter and Christmas.

Jared Goff, PhD, Adjunct Professor of Dogmatic Theology, has published a translation of Bonaventure’s Treatise on the Theological Virtues 
from III Sentences and, as curator and general editor, will see going to press the Collected Essays of Peter Damian Fehlner, 9 volumes of 
Collected Essays (Wipf & Stock).  He also delivered a paper at the Seminary’s “Tasting the Lotus” symposium (August 2021) entitled, 
“Bonaventura Graecus: Lyons 1274 in a Bonaventurian Context, Palamas’ Concerns and Bonaventure’s Strategies with Respect to Augustine 
and the filioque.”  He is currently in the midst of a 30-part lecture series (YouTube for AirMaria.com) on the theology and spirituality of 
Maximilian Kolbe, OFM Conv., as interpreted by Peter Damian Fehlner, OFM Conv., providing extensive commentary on Patristic, Biblical, 
and Franciscan sources for Kolbe as applied to the reception of Vatican II’s ecclesiology, missions, and ecumenism.

Helenanne Hochendoner, MAT, Adjunct Professor of Sacred Scripture, recently gave two lectures at Mt. St. Macrina in Uniontown, PA 
entitled, “Women of the Passion and Resurrection” and “Introduction to the Desert Mothers.”  In June of this year, she welcomed her 11th 
grandchild.

Fr. Hryhoriy (Gregory) Lozinskyy, SSD, Adjunct Professor of Sacred Scripture, attended the Quinn Biblical Conference in Buffalo, MN 
organized for the Catholic Teachers of Scripture in June 2021 and will also be an online presenter at the yearly Associazione Biblica Italiana 
meeting this fall.

Matthew Minerd, PhD, Professor of Philosophy and Moral Theology, was appointed as the Seminary’s new Director of Assessment effective 
the 25th of June.  Also, his book, Made by God, Made for God: Catholic Morality Explained (West Chester, PA: Ascension Press, 2021) is 
available for purchase from the publisher.  He has a forthcoming article in Saint Anselm Journal scheduled for publication this fall: “Humani 
Generis and the Nature of Theology: A Stereoscopic View from Rome and Toulouse.”  In addition, he has two translations in the works for 
publication: Jacques Maritain’s “The Philosophy of the Organism: Notes on the Function of Nutrition,” in Nova et Vetera and Reginald 
Garrigou-Lagrange’s Le sens commun: la philosophie de l’être et les formules dogmatiques (4th ed., 1936) as Thomistic Common Sense: The 
Philosophy of Being and the Development of Doctrine with Emmaus Academic.  

Fr. David Petras, SEOD, Professor of Liturgy, participated in the North American Orthodox-Catholic Theological Consultation virtual 
meeting and has published “Cyril Korolevsky’s Criteria for the Ruthenian Recension,” in Logos: A Journal of Eastern Christian Studies, Vol. 
61 (2020), Nos. 1-4.
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As they begin their third year, some of the deacon candidates enrolled in the Seminary’s 
School of Diaconate Studies have a virtual meeting regarding their progress
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Please consider using AmazonSmile for your next purchase online.  When using AmazonSmile you are actually helping 
the Byzantine Catholic Seminary to receive a small contribution based on the amount of the purchase.  It does not cost 

you anything more to do this.  The item is priced the same as at the regular Amazon site.  Please consider going to this site 
(https://smile.amazon.com) for any purchases you plan to make from Amazon or just type AmazonSmile in your search bar 

to get to the site; then choose Byzantine Catholic Seminary of Ss. Cyril & Methodius as your organization.

ONLINE DONATIONS
The Byzantine Catholic Seminary welcomes online donations.   

Those who wish may do so by going to our website at www.bcs.edu, and clicking on “Giving.”

The distance education arm of the Byzantine Catholic Seminary offers a 
range of credit courses on a rotating basis each Fall, Spring and Summer.  

 Master of Arts in Theology (M.A.T.) with 4 areas of focus –
Chaplaincy, Scripture, Dogmatics or Liturgy - is a 37-credit program
which can be completed entirely online, or through a combination 
of online and residential study.

 Courses mirror residential courses in content and engagement.
 Theologically diverse faculty and students engaged in Eastern

Christian scholarship. 

For more information, visit online.bcs.edu. 
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Joshua Van Winkle - A Journey to the Seminary
Five years ago, he walked in to the Jeoldusan Martyrs’ Shrine, a shrine on the Han River in South 
Korea which is dedicated to those who gave up their lives during the Byeongin persecutions of 
1866.  He said to himself, “These people gave their lives, what can I do?”  

Fast forward to 2018 and Joshua Van Winkle finds himself at the Byzantine Catholic Seminary 
as a Master of Theology student with plans to graduate this spring.   But Joshua’s journey to the 
Seminary began many years ago.  Raised in Seattle, WA, Joshua graduated with an undergraduate 
degree in Christian Theology from Seattle Pacific University.  He then went to Seoul, South 
Korea and spent 9 years teaching English.  In 2010, as Joshua was participating in a percussion 
music show, he met his wife, Sarah, through “friends of a friend.”  

When he visited the Martyrs’ Shrine and all during his time in Seoul, Joshua felt called to do more 
in the Church.  He was mentored by a Maronite priest who helped him through the discernment 
process and Joshua felt a strong need to pursue further education and become involved in the 
Church.  

Joshua and his wife moved back to Seattle in January 2015 and while they were back in the states, 
they visited some of his wife’s family in the Beaver Falls area, just outside of Pittsburgh.  During 
their visit to the area, they decided to stop at the Byzantine Catholic Seminary.  And the rest, 
as they say, is history.  During Joshua’s visit to the Seminary, he heard testimonies, toured the 
campus, and realized that the Seminary was where he needed to be.  So Joshua and his wife left 
Seattle and drove cross country and now live about a mile from the Seminary campus.  

“It feels like family here at the Seminary.  The spiritual environment here is invigorating,” Joshua 
said.  He continued, “The people at the Seminary – faculty, seminarians, fellow students, and staff 
- are what a Christian community should be.  Everyone cares about Christ.”  Joshua appreciated 
the fact that during his time as an M.A.T. student, he has been formed into a theologian and a 
rigorous thinker and scholar.  In the beginning of his studies at the Seminary, Joshua admits, “It 
was a bit like trying to drink from a fire hose – it was overwhelming.”  Now, just weeks away 
from his graduation, he has realized how everything 
that he is learning is interconnected.  “All of the 
classes – Liturgical Theology, Dogmatics and even 
Canon Law, are connected in a way to make me 
into a better student…a better person.”

Joshua says, “God has a wonderful plan for  
all of us. This experience has been nothing like 
I expected, but better than what I could have 
imagined.”  

God’s plan also includes Joshua’s new son, 
Athanasius Van Winkle, born three months ago.  
“My time at the Seminary has helped me as a 
father.  Having my wife and son is, as Plato said, a 
full outward sign of love.”

Joshua’s journey continues.  “My journey and especially my time at the Seminary made me 
appreciate the great foundation of hope on a more global scale, not just in my world.”  We are 
grateful for the time Joshua and his family have spent at the Seminary.  We look forward to 
hearing about the next stop on his journey.  

Evening Fellowship 
with seminarians 
from St. Vincent 

College

On Friday, February 23, the Byzantine 
Catholic Seminary of Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius welcomed members from the 
Seminary community of St. Vincent’s 
Archabby (Latrobe, PA) for an evening 
of prayer, food and fellowship.  The 
evening began with the Divine Liturgy 
of the Presanctified Gifts with Rector 
Fr. Robert Pipta serving as celebrant and 
Seminarian Fr. Deacon George Wendt 
of the Romanian Catholic Eparchy 
of Canton, OH delivering the homily.  
After prayer, a meal was shared in 
the Seminary refectory.  Seminarians 
Timothy Farris (Eparchy of Passaic) and 
Kyprian Wojciechowski (Archeparchy 
of Pittsburgh) provided a tour of the 
Seminary facility. Guests were treated 
to a glimpse of the community’s rich 
history as well as its academic and 
spiritual life for our men in formation. 
The evening ended with smiles on every 
face, fellowship in every hand, and faith 
in every heart.

By Seminarian Michael Kunitz  
(Eparchy of Parma) 

Please consider using AmazonSmile for your next purchase online.  When using AmazonSmile you are 
actually helping the Byzantine Catholic Seminary to receive a small contribution based on the amount 

of the purchase.  It does not cost you anything more to do this.  The item is priced the same as at the 
regular Amazon site.  Please consider going to this site (https://smile.amazon.com) for any purchases 
you plan to make from Amazon or just type AmazonSmile in your search bar to get to the site then 

choose Byzantine Catholic Seminary of Ss. Cyril & Methodius as your organization.

YOUR DONATION IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
The Byzantine Catholic Seminary operates as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization incorporated in Pennsylvania,  

and is governed by a Board of Directors under the leadership of the Metropolitan of the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh.

Sarah, Athanasius and Joshua
The Seminary wishes all of its friends and benefactors a most blessed  

celebration of our Lord’s resurrection. Christ is risen!

 

Matching Gifts 

Do you or your spouse work for (or retired from) a company with a matching gift program?  If 
so, your gift can, in most cases, be DOUBLED.  Maybe tripled!  Please check with the 
company’s Human Resources Department and see if this benefit is available. 

Electronic Newsletter 

If you would like to receive the Joyful Light newsletter electronically, please contact the 
Seminary Development Office by calling 412-321-8383 x36 or email development@bcs.edu. 

Your Donation is Tax Deductible 

The Byzantine Catholic Seminary operates as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization incorporated in 
Pennsylvania, and is governed by a Board of Directors under the leadership of the Metropolitan 
of the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh. 

You're invited to the 
Eighteenth Annual  

Saints Cyril & Methodius Lecture  
sponsored by the Byzantine Catholic Seminary of Ss. Cyril and Methodius; Pittsburgh, 

PA 
Hosted by Saint John Byzantine Catholic Cathedral 

Our Guest Speaker: Archbishop Alexander (Golitzin) 

TOPIC: The Place of the Presence of God:  
Aphrahat of Persia’s Portrait of the Christian Holy Man 

Aphrahat the Persian sage is the earliest writer in Christian Syriac of whom we have proof. Writing in the 
330s and 340s in the vicinity of modern Iraqi Kurdistan, his works are notable for their relative freedom 
from the lexicon and thought world of Greek philosophy; neither does he appear to know 
any prominent, pre-Nicene Church Fathers. Although unacquainted with Greek and Latin 
patristic literature, Aphrahat clearly possessed considerable authority in the Church of the 
Persian Empire. Archbishop Alexander will examine the portrait Aphrahat paints of the 
holy man in his fourteenth Demonstration. The idea of transformation, of becoming divine, 
is clearly central to Aphrahat.  While the language of the Greek Fathers’ theosis is absent, 
he phrases it in an idiom much more akin to that of Second Temple apocalypses, and of the 
later Jewish Ezekial chariot-throne mystics of whom he was a likely contemporary.  
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Founded in 1950, the Byzantine Catholic Seminary of Ss. Cyril 
and Methodius is a free-standing, English speaking theological 

seminary, welcoming all those seeking the knowledge possessed by 
the Eastern ecclesial traditions. We are authorized to grant graduate 
degrees by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and accredited by 

the Commission on Accrediting of the  
Association of Theological Schools.

We offer the following degree programs approved by the 
Commission on Accrediting:

Master of Divinity; Master of Arts in Theology.
We operate as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization incorporated in 

Pennsylvania, and are governed by a Board of Directors
under the leadership of the Metropolitan Archbishop of Pittsburgh.


